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Space Center Houston Announces Opening of International Landmark 
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The steel for the elevator tower is going up at Space Center Houston’s new international landmark 
Independence Plaza. The nonprofit will open the multiple-exhibit complex on Jan. 23. The eight-story-tall 
complex will give visitors a rare glimpse into the historic shuttle era and the NASA breakthroughs and 
technological advances gained from the Space Shuttle Program which impacted future exploration. For 
more information on Independence Plaza, visit spacecenter.org/independence. 
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An unprecedented exhibit complex is coming soon to Space Center Houston. The nonprofit will open the 
new international landmark Independence Plaza on Jan. 23. Currently under construction, the eight-story-
tall multiple-exhibit complex will give visitors a rare glimpse into the historic shuttle era and the NASA 
breakthroughs and technological advances gained from the Space Shuttle Program which impacted 
future exploration. For more information on Independence Plaza, visit spacecenter.org/independence. 
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Construction continues at Space Center Houston as the nonprofit gears up for the opening of the 
international landmark Independence Plaza on Jan. 23. The jumbo-sized complex will give visitors a rare 
glimpse into the historic shuttle era and the NASA breakthroughs and technological advances gained 
from the Space Shuttle Program which impacted future exploration. For more information on 
Independence Plaza, visit spacecenter.org/independence. 
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The shuttle carrier aircraft NASA 905 captivated people from around the world in April 2014 when it was 
transported in a 1,000-foot-long convoy from Ellington Airport to its permanent home at Space Center 
Houston. The nonprofit will open the new international landmark Independence Plaza on Jan. 23. 
Currently under construction, the exhibit will explore the remarkable history of the shuttle program and 
how it is shaping current NASA initiatives to explore asteroids, the moon, Mars and beyond. For more 
information on Independence Plaza, visit spacecenter.org/independence.  
 
Credit: Space Center Houston 
 
Image DSC00912 
 



PHOTO CUTLINES 

  

 

  1601 NASA Parkway • Houston, TX 77058 • 281-244-2100 |  spacecenter.org 
 

 

 
 
Hundreds of space enthusiasts gathered to escort a shuttle replica, later renamed Independence, to 
Space Center Houston in June 2012. The nonprofit will open the new international landmark 
Independence Plaza on Jan. 23. It will be the only shuttle replica mounted on a shuttle carrier aircraft, and 
the only one that visitors will be able to enter.  For more information on Independence Plaza, visit 
spacecenter.org/independence. 
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The Manned Space Flight Education Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit space museum with an 
extensive science education program. The cornerstone of its science education mission is Space Center 
Houston, which USA Today called “The Big Draw” in the greater Houston area with more than 800,000 
visitors annually and a $45 million economic impact on the greater Houston area. Space Center Houston 
is Houston’s first and only Smithsonian Affiliate and the official visitor center of NASA Johnson Space 
Center.  The center draws more than 100,000 teachers and students annually from around the world. For 
more information, go to www.spacecenter.org. 
 
SOURCE: Manned Space Flight Education Foundation  
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