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Space Center Houston’s Foundation Raises  

More Than $1 million at Galaxy Gala 
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Gena and Chuck Norris introduced the gala leadership to the more than 700 guests at Space Center 

Houston’s inaugural Galaxy Gala. Space Center Houston’s hugely successful event raised more than    

$1 million for the Manned Space Flight Education Foundation Inc. 

Photo by Michelle Watson. 
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Gala chairs Alice and Keith Mosing welcomed more than 700 guests to Space Center Houston’s 

inaugural Galaxy Gala. The nonprofit raised more than $1 million for the new exhibit, “Independence Plaza,” 

opening later this year. 

Photo by Michelle Watson. 
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President and CEO of Space Center Houston Richard Allen Jr. applauded the supporters and donors who 

made Space Center Houston’s inaugural Galaxy Gala a huge success.  The nonprofit raised more than   

$1 million for the new exhibit, “Independence Plaza,” opening later this year. 

Photo by Michelle Watson. 
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A distinguished panel of astronauts shared stories about their time in space at Space Center Houston’s 

inaugural Galaxy Gala. The panel included (from left) astronaut Mark Kelly, shuttle commander and 

husband of former U.S. Rep. Gabby Giffords of Arizona; astronaut Ellen Ochoa, director of NASA 

Johnson Space Center and the first Hispanic woman to go into space; and astronaut Gene Cernan, who 

flew three historic space missions and was the last man to walk on the moon. Award-winning science 

journalist and former CNN anchor Miles O’Brien was master of ceremonies and led the panel discussion. 

The evening was a lavish affair and raised more than $1 million for the new exhibit, “Independence Plaza,” 

opening later this year. 

Photo by Michelle Watson. 
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Guests filled the dance floor and grooved under the stars to the sounds of the Lt. Dan Band led by award-
winning actor Gary Sinise at Space Center Houston’s inaugural Galaxy Gala. The crowd sang along as 
they listened to the actor, who starred in the film “Apollo 13.” The evening was a lavish affair and raised 
more than $1 million for the Manned Space Flight Education Foundation Inc. 
 
Photo by Michelle Watson. 
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The Manned Space Flight Education Foundation Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit space museum with an 
extensive science education program. The cornerstone of its science education mission is Space Center 
Houston, which USA Today called “The Big Draw” in the greater Houston area with more than 800,000 
visitors annually and a $45 million economic impact on the greater Houston area. Space Center Houston 
is Houston’s first and only Smithsonian Affiliate and the official visitor center of NASA Johnson Space 
Center.  The center draws more than 100,000 teachers and students annually from around the world. For 
more information, go to www.spacecenter.org. 
 
SOURCE: Manned Space Flight Education Foundation Inc. 
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